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On Sunday 22nd November 2020, current and former members of
ANA Rowing Club gathered together at the Swan River Hotel in Ascot
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the founding of ANA Rowing
Club. The venue provided the perfect location for the centenary
celebrations, with current and past members beginning the evening
rekindling old friendships and enjoying drinks on the balcony while
overlooking ANA’s very own stretch of the Swan River.
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?- 13

Guests then moved on to an excellent three course dinner in the
main ballroom, which the organising committee had decorated to an
amazing standard with beautifully crafted ANA centre pieces and a
large amount of club memorabilia and photos from the past on
display to remind guests of the rich history of the club.

ANA ROWING CLUB NEWSLETTER, JANUARY 2021

Barry McKinnon
Thom Nelligan, Terry Smith, Phil Jurjevich, Rhys Grant and Tom Fairclought

ANA stalwart Denys Warren reprised his role as
MC from the club’s 75th celebrations to
welcome guests and keep everyone thoroughly
entertained throughout the evening, once again
proving that he has definitely still got it and that
no one is safe when he has a microphone in his
hand. The club could not have asked for a
better host to guide them through the evening.
The evening’s formalities were commenced by
Barry McKinnon who delivered the speech for
past members. Barry talked of the challenges
the club has faced and triumphed over
throughout its history and his amazement at the
level of equipment and facilities that the modern
day members have available compared to some
of the tougher times in past years. Barry also
talked of the significance of the club in reaching
this milestone and of the lifelong friendships he
formed at ANA. Indeed it was wonderful to see
many of those important names from the club’s
history also in attendance on the night including
Terry Smith, John Wilson, Roy Loftus and Rod
Cooling just to name a few. Barry’s speech was
concluded by the awarding of the Club Person
of the Year trophy by Rod Cooling to Mary
Cameron.

Club Captain Claire Jansen delivered the
speech for the present – to the ANA Rowing
Club. Claire talked of her enjoyment for the role
of Captain and her appreciation for the club
spirit that still runs strong in the club, particularly
in those who are always prepared to help her
out at a moment’s notice, no matter the time or
the day. Claire’s speech ended with the
presentation of the Crew of the Year trophy by
President Nigel Lucas to the Recreational Mixed
8+.

Unconscious thoughts
can sometimes bring to
the fore ideas one might
easily dismiss as
unrealistic.

Captain Claire Jansen

2

ANA ROWING CLUB NEWSLETTER, JANUARY 2021

The final speech on the night was the Thanks
and Finish by Michelle Blake who had a hand in
organising the dinner. She praised the hard
work done by her partners in crime, Leonie
Edwards and Mary Cameron in the planning and
preparation for the this event.

Rhys Grant in his Henley Blazer

The final formality of the evening was the toast
to the Future by Rhys Grant. Rhys’ credentials
speak for themselves, being an Olympic rep’
and simultaneously representing the state in
both the single scull and men’s 8+ at multiple
national championships.
Rhys talked passionately of his desire to see the
club once again have a strong presence in
senior rowing and talked of how the club’s elite
program during his time at ANA contributed
significantly to his outstanding achievements on
the water. Rhys remembered when ANA were
going to the nationals and delivering not only as
the best WA based club, but also as one of the
top clubs nationally for success and would love
to see the club back there hitting those heights
again.

Mal Janes and Craig Ryan both travelled down
from Darwin for the dinner. Craig drove down
with two dogs in tow in (what some say was) a
pretty dodgy looking ute. As soon as the
borders opened due to Covid, both Craig and
Mal were keen to come. It is sad that the Covid
restrictions prevented many key ANA members
from attending but they were remembered on
the night.
Two ANA oars, refurbished by ex-Captain Glyn
Heath, were presented. One had intricate
decoration and was auctioned off for $1,000. the
other was painted in ANA colours and was
raffled off, raising $1,500.

Unconscious thoughts
can sometimes bring to
the fore ideas one might
easily dismiss as
unrealistic.
Rhys’ speech was
concluded by the

He also looked the best dressed on the night
wearing one of the ANA blazers his crew had
made for their racing at Henley, UK. His speech
had a strong theme about the club needing an
elite program to compliment our current
recreational and masters streams.

presentation of the Oarsman and Oarswoman
trophies of the year by Pip and Geoff Mitchell to
Alec Monger and Alexis Whelan, respectively.

Centenary Dinner Invitation

Thanks to Barry McKinnon, Craig Ryan, JLo, Claire B,
Lawrence, Matt, Craft Ladies, Alec , Davo, Garth, John
Walters and the O'Neill family for their help and
contributions to the Dinner.
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Centenary Dinner Photos
Photos by Ben Paparo

Barry McKinnon

Marie Hemming and Emily Harrison

John Walters

Laurie Cranston

Craig Ryan (Mumbles) and Brad Scally

Tim Boyle

Thom Nelligan

Alexis Whelan

Ian Hilton

Leonie Edwards

Andrew Roberts

Lestelle Haines
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Centenary Dinner Photos
Photos by Ben Paparo

Lucy Wearne and Marina Juesten

Lauren Duncan

Sophie Pilot

Calum MacDougall

Joe Loverich

Ian Smith

Alec Monger

Roy Loftus

Phil Cockman

Lawrence Bourke

Claire Paparo

Mike Hughes

5

ANA ROWING CLUB NEWSLETTER, JANUARY 2021

Rebirth of ANA Rowing Club after the 1962 Fire

Rod Cooling reminiscing with club members

Rod Cooling joined us for the third Centenary
Breakfast on 3rd October 2020 and shared his
memories of the rebuilding of the Rowing Club
after the fire of 1962.
"The fire happened off season in January 1962
and burnt our beautiful club to the ground. The
club was not insured and most of our members
left ANA and joined other clubs. Regatta days
were a nightmare as our motley crews invariably
came last by miles... We struggled on but luck
was on our side as the Brown Brothers of
Browns Dairy, who were foundation members of
the club, purchased two new training fours for
us. This was the beginning of our new fleet.

presence at the lower levels as well as
maintaining a few senior oarsmen from before
the fire who had refused to join other clubs. In
particular Alan Hall and Reg Clairs featured in
the 1962 Kings Cup crew, Reg Clairs again in
1962 along with Bill Ealess and then in 1964
Barry Boyd in the Penrith Cup crew coached by
Ken Butt also of ANA.
Things were starting to look up again for ANA as
it commenced operations from Canning Bridge
after completion of the Empire Games.

I was made Captain in 1965 and, along with a
strong committee we made a formidable team.
We were determined to increase our fleet and
membership."
For the first few years after the fire, the Club had
started to recruit again and re-establish a
Part of the front of the boatshed gives way and
tumbles into the river at the height of the fire
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Centenary Breakfast Wrap Up
WRITTEN BY DENYS WARREN

Well the three Centenary warmup breakfasts
have been a resounding success.

I was delighted that we were joined by some
whom we had not seen for many years.

I was blown away when the “ancient history” of
ANA Rowing Club suddenly came alive with a
number of members from the Barrack Street
Days joining us to help us celebrate the 100th
year of The Club.

I was a “man of the 80’s” and I have enjoyed
catching up with Peter Shugg (Shuggy), Bruce
Fowler (Chookie) and Wayne (Slobbo ) Martin
as well as Dave Haines, Scott Cavanagh and
many others.

Particularly memorable was Rod Cooling’s story
of his association with the club. He, like so
many others, joined ANA because he worked in
the City
and the club’s location was so
convenient to many rowers. Additionally he did
it due to gentle persuasion from his father... and
isn’t that a common theme too, where members
join ANA because of recommendations from
family and friends.

Ahhh the 80’s...
From what I recall times were always tough
financially. It was all about making enough
money for survival.

The rest is history as they say, with Rod
becoming Club Captain during those tough
times in the 60’s.

We were very fortunate that we had some very
generous benefactors during that time.
I
remember Geoff Mitchell dipping into his own
pocket to pay some bills for the club when the
bank account was a bit light on.
Summit Homes was a very big sponsor too,
courtesy of John Wilson, a member from the 70s
I believe.

So, at the breakfasts, we had members from
Perth Waters, our home for the first 40 years,
Canning Bridge, where we squatted temporarily
for thirty years and, of course, current and past
members from Bayswater Rowing Centre where
the Club is clocking up 28 years this year.
As often happens with these sorts of occasions,
conversations conjure up memories that many
of us thought were long gone from our minds,
and one story leads to another as we reminisce
over happy times at the Club.
Corbett Poynton, Barry McKinnon and Rod Cooling
at the third ANA breakfast
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Scott Cavanagh (ex ANA Captain) christening the double/pair named after him

Jeff Dunstan was very supportive with donations and
grog for things like our annual quiz night. Roy Loftus
did the same with generous sponsorship on many
occasions, courtesy of his business “Nu Look
Windows”. I think I still have the T shirt from 1985
albeit it's now in the rag bag in the shed.
Past member Reg Clairs also helped us out. He got
wind of the fact that we were needing to raise
money. “Not a problem” he said. “I have a house in
Applecross that needs renovation”. So the members
again rose to the occasion. We had people crawling
all over this joint, from respraying the aging concrete
roof tiles
(who needs experience, right?)
to
repainting concrete floors, wrought iron work, yard
cleanup etc etc. It was as though ANA had invented
a new idea for a TV show. “THE BLOCK”. Not sure
how highly we would have been scored by the
judges.

Unconscious thoughts
can sometimes bring to
Reg went on the be the Chief Executive of
the fore ideas one might
Woolworths Australia (1993 to 1998) and was the
architect of Woolworths Fresh Food People strategy.
easily dismiss as
He was always most generous.
unrealistic.
Scott Cavanagh used to have the most prolific home
brew manufacturing plant I had ever seen.

Not for him, the wee stubby, he used to bottle in
what he called “The party pack”, the Coke 3 litre
bottles. If he came to a party he would bring a few of
these Jeroboams and was never hesitant in
sharing them around. It was good stuff. Probably
because he drew the water direct from the Jandakot
Aquifer (he lives right on top of it) more than some
genetic brewing talents.
Other fund raisers were The ANA Black and White
Night (my future wife and I were “dates” on that
night. It's our 35th anniversary this year).
We had a quiz night every year and we held one of
two “Gong” shows, along the lines of Red Simons
talent quests. Unfortunately, two people have said
to me they have unearthed the tapes. Hopefully
VHS does not stand the test of time.
There are many other names, faces and stories and
I apologise that these are but mere snippets,
deigned mainly to whet your interest in catching up
with old mates (both male and female).

Thanks to Sabina Landi, Jerzy, Lollie, Alexis, Greg Darling,,
Maree, Deb U, Alec and Garth for their help with the
Breakfasts.
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Head of the Swan
The ANA Rowing Club's 8.6km Head of the
Swan headrace for eights was held on 1st
November 2020 and runs from Barkers Bridge,
Guildford, to the ANA clubrooms at Garratt
Road. It was inaugurated in 2019 to provide WA
rowers with a preparatory race for the popular
annual 8.6km Head of the Yarra headrace,
generally held on the last Saturday of November
in Melbourne.
Little did we know that COVID-19 would dash
crews' plans for this interstate event with WA
borders closed. However, as we know “winners
never quit and quitters never win” so training
continued and the enthusiasm for the HOS
within the ANA ranks increased fourfold driven
by coaching legend Chris (we miss you) Hayes
who retired to Queensland to hang out with his
daughter Alex (ex-Australian representative) and
grandson. However, taking up the baton to
coach four crews for the final month of training
was the unsuspecting, yet very much
appreciated, Tim Weston.

It was a very wet day for the race!

Come the 1st November the club boated five
ANA eights (two M8+, two W8+ and a mixed 8+)
on a very wet November morning. ANA1 M8+
won the overall race with a winning time of
30.30.78min. The ANA mixed 8+ proudly won
their category, a victory made sweeter given
they are ANA’s first recreational 8+ to compete
in any WA race. They were coached by Garth
McCullough, Tony Beech and Catherine Van
Delft.
Go ANA!!

ANA W8+

Overall Winners - ANA1 M8+
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"Rio Olympics: Dianella rower Rhys Grant proves he can
mix it with the best in the world"

Spotlight on Rhys Grant
AKA Mr President
Rhys Grant joined ANA Rowing Club in late
2002 whilst still at Trinity School and was
coached by Phil Jurjevich.
His first major outing for ANA was at the
2003 Nationals at Lake Barrington where the
commentators were early to pick up on his
talent with the distinctive black and white
stripes at the front of the pack in the heats
and semi-final of the J17 single and winning
gold in the J17 double with club-mate
Russell Thomas.
Those racing at the time will appreciate not
only the on-water performance during the
WA rowing season, but the impressive
bagpipe repertoire provided by Rhys at the
regattas and the mobile "clubhouse"
provided by Russell Racing, a mobile trailer
used for resting between races and cheering
on crews.

The following year, he was captain of the
2004 Trinity School crew that won the Head
of the River. Rhys was selected as part of a
West Australian based crew, coached by
Phil Jurjevich, to represent Australia in the
World Junior Rowing Championships in
Spain. After winning their heat and semi-final
the crew could not find the same form in the
final, finishing sixth out of the twenty
countries represented in this event.
The transition from junior to senior events is
hard. ANA provided support to Rhys for
many years until he was more recognised by
WAIS.
In 2012, Rhys and five friends formed an
ANA four and, off their own backs, trained
and travelled to Henley to compete in the
Wyfold Challenge Cup.
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Rhys pushed into the lead just before the
halfway point and extended this to nearly 7
seconds by the finish line in a dominant
performance of guts, strength and technical
prowess. The race commentators barely
mentioned Rhys for the entire race, waxing
lyrical about the second placed rower (the
favourite for the event), until they realised that
Rhys had crossed the finish line already!

The mobile clubhouse in use at Canning Bridge in 2004

The crew made it to the final in a world class
field where they narrowly lost the two boat headto-head race.
On eight occasions in the nine years from 2008
to 2016 he was seated in the West Australian
men's eight who contested the King's Cup at the
Australian Rowing Championships. He stroked
that crew in 2008 and 2009.
For six consecutive years from 2011 to 2016 he
was also West Australia's representative to
contest the interstate men's Single scull - the
President's Cup. He won the event in 2013 in a
surprise performance (well, a surprise for
everybody except Rhys, his friends and training
partners).

This win earned him the nickname “Mr
President”, to go along with his “Ol’ man river”
moniker. He reclaimed his President’s Cup
title in 2016, to jubilant cries of “Four more
years”!
During this time he also raced in an Australian
men's quad at the 2014 World Rowing
Championships in Amsterdam, being one of
only a handful of West Australians selected
for international squads.
On the strength of his 2016 Australian
President's Cup win Rhys fought hard for the
right to race to qualify an Australian single
scull for the 2016 Summer Olympics. With
Australia having failed to automatically qualify
for the category, it came down to one final
chance at the 2016 European Qualification
Regatta at Lucerne, where Rhys had to finish
in the top 3 in the B-final to qualify for the
Olympics.

I

Rhys at the Olympic Qualifying Regatta in 2016 in Lucerne
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In a nailbiting week of racing, Rhys had a slow
start with a 5th in the heat…. just a gentle
warmup… before scraping through the
repechage and into the semis. Again,
expending the minimal amount of energy, he
came 3rd in the semi to make the A final. In
true Rhys style, he then smashed it out of the
park, surging to the lead before halfway and
being overtaken just before the finish line. He
still held second place though – a clear
qualifier for the 2016 Olympic Games!
Rhys retained his position as Australia’s mens
single sculler to compete in the Olympics in
Rio de Janeiro later that year.
He won his heat, placed in the quarter-final
and gave it absolutely everything he had in the
semi in a bold attempt to make the A-final. His
competitors in the semi were too strong
however, and instead he finished 5th, going on
to place 3rd in the B-final, or 9th overall.
Shortly afterwards he announced his wellearned retirement from competitive rowing,
with the poignant statement of “no more
years”.
Rhys raced with ANA for thirteen years, only
moving clubs when ANA was no longer able to
support an elite coaching regime.
Even when he was coached at the WA Institute
of Sport, based at Swan River Rowing Club,
Rhys remained loyal to the club, joining in with
club crews and helping out with club events
whenever he was able to.
He was, and remains, an amazing role model
for younger rowers… and even to older rowers!
Rhys battled with injuries, selection challenges,
interstate travel and relocations and the
fickleness of the elite system for many years.

Rhys (centre) after placing second at the Olympic
qualifying regatta - still with perfectly coiffed hair!

However he always maintained his self-belief
and his determination (or was it
stubbornness??) and eventually he achieved his
goal of rowing at the Olympics… although we’re
sure he always dreamt of winning it, never being
one to shy away from a challenge!
Rhys was one of the hardest working, most
honest training mates anyone could ask for. He
was always considerate, level headed, positive
and supportive… and always looked like he was
in more pain than anyone else, which somehow
lifts the spirits and provides motivation – “if he
can get through this session, so can I!”.
Everything he achieved was because of his own
hard work and dedication. No excuses, no
favours, no luck. And somehow he was also
always the best dressed, with perfectly coiffed
hair, even at the end of a tough race!
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Where are they now?
Glyn Heath
Glyn first joined ANA Rowing Club in 1989 when it
was located at Canning Bridge and was a successful
sculler at the club.
He led the relocation of the club to Bayswater in
1992 and had heavy input into the design of the
current ANA rowing shed. It ended ANA Rowing
Club's search for a new permanent home to replace
the Barrack Street Jetty shed burnt down in 1962.
Many members left the club at this time, mainly due
to the increased travel time to the new location, and
the Club dropped from fourth in the pennant table to
second last. Under Glyn's captaincy, a small core
group of members came together to rebuild the club.
With focus on learn to row programs, recreational
rowing and youth talent identification members grew
rapidly.
With an increasing influx of promising Head of the
River

rowers

from

the

schools

and

a

Keeping busy with renovations in France

He was a key member of the organising committee
for the National Masters Games in 2010 and the
Australian Rowing Championships in 2012.

new

aggressiveness among the veteran competitors the
club had a newfound vibrancy. By the end of 2001,
the Club was fourth on the pennant table again and
its progressiveness was recognised when it was
awarded Club of the Year in 2001, 2003 and 2004.
Glyn continued to row in veteran events as well as
coach with many wins in State and Australian
Masters races in the single, and, together with

Glyn is a life member of ANA Rowing Club and
Rowing WA and is also a recipient of the Australia
Sports Medal.
In 2011, Glyn and his wife, Catherine, bought a
house in Domme, France and now divide their time
between Perth and Domme.
The nearest rowing club in France is in Cahors, an
hour's drive away, but Glyn manages the occasional
row on the River Lot.

longstanding doubles partner Steve Bourne, the
double and quad and a hard won silver medal at the
World Masters in 2009.
In 2007, after a decade of acting as ANA

He has embraced cycling and is a regular on the
roads around his home village in France. He has
also competed in the Etape twice - a gruelling cycle
race in the french Alps, based on a leg of the Tour
de France.

representative on the Management Committee he
became Treasurer of Rowing WA. and managed the
financing, design and construction of the boatsheds
and Rowing WA Clubrooms at Champion Lakes.

Glyn still continues to row socially at ANA, when in
Perth, and
coaches and encourages current
members of the Club.
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Centenary Fundraising
Funds raised from all the centenary events,
raffles and auction are going towards the
purchase of a special
“CENTENARY”
8+ or 4X-/4-

4th Centenary Breakfast

Sunday 21 February
ANA Clubrooms

Tax deductable donations can also be made
through our Australian Sports Foundation page

make a donation

Social Membership

Learn to Row

If you would like to support ANA Rowing Club,
why not become a social member. It's $50/year
and you get full access to Club breakfasts and
social events.

ANA conducts regular Learn to Row courses,
designed to instruct complete beginners in the
skills of boat handling and correct rowing
technique.

Application for Membership Form

Our next course starts on Sunday 7 February
2021 and runs through to 28 February. The cost
is $100 for 5 lessons, all equipment included.
For more details and to book a place, please
click here

ANA Annual General
Meeting
Sunday 7th February
ANA Clubrooms
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